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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Keep Scotland Beautiful 

Keep Scotland Beautiful is pleased to provide a response to this call for evidence. Our 
response is set in the context of the Advisory Group on Economy Recovery (AGER) and our 
response already submitted to that Committee through its recent consultation. We are 
members of Scottish Environment Link whose responses to the AGER consultation and this 
call for evidence we endorse.  In addition, we are members of Stop Climate Chaos Scotland 
(SCCS) and likewise endorse their response to both the AGER consultation and this call for 
evidence. 

Our response is also set in the context of the current work of the Just Transition Commission, 
its interim report and our response to the recent consultation. 

In addition to endorsing the Scottish Environment Link and SCCS responses noted above, 
we make the following additional comments. 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

Keep Scotland Beautiful suggests that the Sustainable Development Goals, already adopted 
by the Scottish Government as a framework through its links to the National Performance 
Framework, is a more comprehensive one in order to guide an effective green recovery that 
includes environmental as well as social, health, inequality and justice issues. 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

Keep Scotland Beautiful works with people in communities, businesses and organisations 
across Scotland.  There are risks that other, more immediate priorities such as job security, 
financial security and health will be prioritised ahead of green/environmental issues.  Any 
green recovery response must show how these issues are all interconnected and how a 
green recovery can have positive impacts across these other issues as well. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

There is a gap in focus on behaviour change and supporting a shift in public understanding 
on climate change.  Policies, actions and resources should be put towards supporting 
creating a ‘carbon literate’ Scotland which is ready, aware and armed to help tackle the 
climate emergency. 

We believe it is crucial that the Scottish Government’s Climate Change Plan reflects the 
fundamental role education, communication and community engagement will have to play in 
ensuring that there is public awareness and consent for the scale of change required. In 
addition to setting out the ways in which the Scottish Government will take a lead in driving 
the policy changes needed to decarbonise key sectors such as transport and housing, 
meanwhile, we also believe that the Plan must provide backing for the kind of bottom-up, 
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community-based action which should be at the bedrock of the society-wide transformations 
we face in the years ahead, supported by the significant infrastructure changes that are 
essential to achieve net zero targets. 

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

From an economic perspective, Keep Scotland Beautiful sees a Green Recovery to the 
current economic situation - one in which we continue our efforts to decarbonise key sectors 
of our economy, while also supporting livelihoods to recover from the present economic shock 
– as offering the best prospects for Scotland to achieve a truly sustainable and long-lasting 
recovery in the years to come. Firstly, we believe that doing so will improve our chances of 
avoiding the kinds of catastrophic impacts predicted in scenarios of runaway global 
temperature rises, as well as the economic shocks likely attendant to these impacts. 
Secondly, we believe that taking full advantage of the kinds of economic opportunities 
outlined in Section Two of the Just Transition Commission’s Interim Report will offer a 
Scotland a more resilient and sustainable basis for prosperity in the decades ahead, as well 
as one which is less prone to exogenous shocks.  

Resources should be prioritised towards supporting more initiatives that shift public 
understanding on climate change, such as carbon literacy. The Just Transition Commission’s 
interim report highlighted the importance of public engagement for a just transition and is 
likely to be making more detailed recommendations on this in its final report.  Community 
climate action is a key means of connecting with large numbers of non-engaged people and 
future resources and funding should be aligned to support large-scale people and community 
engagement.  

General response 

It is also important in our recovery to acknowledge the important role our local environments 
have to play in supporting our society’s health, wealth and wellbeing.  We collate a wide range 
of information on standards of local environmental quality (e.g., litter and dog fouling) and 
some of this data provides insights on wider societal issues such as wellbeing, health and 
social justice.  We know that the local environments in the poorest places in Scotland are 
deteriorating at a faster pace than the most prosperous ones.  This cannot be ignored as we 
recover from the current situation and any recovery must ensure that marginalised people 
and communities are not left further behind. 

In June we commissioned national polling to gather data on the public's perception of the 
condition of their local neighbourhoods before and during lockdown.1 We believe the results 
clearly show there has been a 'lockdown effect' in communities across Scotland: 

• 30% believe the overall condition of the local neighbourhood has deteriorated over the 
lockdown period. 

• 29% believe that the amount of litter has got worse over the lockdown period 

• 34% believe that the amount of dog fouling has got worse over the lockdown period 

                                            
1 Polling undertaken by Mark Diffley Consultancy and Research using the Scotpulse online panel, on behalf of 
Keep Scotland Beautiful. 
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• 39% believe that the amount of flytipping has got worse over the lockdown period 

We are gathering information from people across Scotland (citizen science data) on a range 
of local environmental indicators, e.g. litter and dog fouling. We do know that being outside, 
whether in the garden or in local green and open spaces, has a positive impact on wellbeing. 
Indeed, the Scottish Government has pointed to this as being a crucial way of managing 
health and wellbeing during the Covid-19 pandemic, and this should continue to be the case.  
Overall, a green recovery that has the wellbeing, health, quality of life and prosperity of people 
and local communities at its heart is essential. 


